1

OU Parsha Shiur 2020-2021
Shiur 4 Parshat Yayeira
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

Avraham: Three Confrontations with G-d

l. A Visit

N' 719 N'UXIA
:DI'N OND 7NRN NN QW' KINERINAN 1782 PI7Y 198 RY(R)
XN INNY'7DRN NNON DNRPY7 Y21 R 1Y DY) D'WIR NY7W NanE R 1Y R ()
T2V 7yn 1aYN K1 7R 2'W2 [N MIRYNA X DR 1-TR R (3)

1 And Hashem appeared unto him by the plains of Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the heat
of the day; 2 and he lifted up his eyes and saw, and, behold, three men were standing over him;
and he perceived, and he ran to meet them from the entrance of the tent, and he bowed down
toward the ground, 3 and he said: 'My lord (?Hashem)?, if | now find favor in your eyes, please
pass not away from your servant.

What is the critical question?

A. Two approaches: A classic dispute between two related giants
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Reflecting backward
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Reflecting forward

Hanging in the balance: pasuk 2...To whom is Avraham speaking?

B. An alternative approach: DI'n pN> 7nXn NNO QW' NINL...
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Il. A Negotiation
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23 And Avraham drew near, and said: 'Will You indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? 24 Perhaps there are fifty righteous in the midst the city; will You indeed sweep away

and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are within it? 25 It would be sacrilege to You
to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous should be as the
wicked. It would be sacrilege to You! Shall the Judge of all the earth not do justly?"

26 And Hashem said: 'If | find in Sodom fifty righteous in the midst the city, then | would spare
the entire place for their sake.'

Where does Avraham’s logic break down?
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17 And Hashem said: 'Shall | conceal from Avraham that which | am doing; 18 And Avraham

shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and through him all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed? 19 For | have known him, so that he will command his children and his
household after him, that they shall keep the way of Hashem, to do righteousness and justice;
that Hashem may bring upon Avraham that which He has spoken of him.'

Why does the Torah portray HaShem speaking with himself?

What is the logic of Hashem’s own conclusion? Indeed, why does He feel compelled to inform
Avraham of his plans?

Can this paragraph shed light on Avraham’s subsequent arguments?
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. A Test
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1 And it came to pass after these things, and God did prove Avraham, and said to him:

'Avraham'; and he said: 'Here am |.' 2 And He said: 'Please take your son, your only son, whom
you love, Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah; and bring him there for an offering upon one
of the mountains which I shall tell you.'

3 And Avraham woke up early in the morning, and he saddled his donkey, and he took two of
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt-offering, and he
rose up, and he went unto the place of which God had spoken to him.

What is the critical question? (In this case, to be truthful, there are many).
Midrashic text on the depth of Avraham’s struggle...

Arriving at a cohesive picture of Avraham’s actions...

IV. An Epilogue
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And Avraham picked up the knife to slay his son.

Then an angel of HaShem called to him from heaven: “Avraham! Avraham!” And he answered,
“Here lam.”

And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now | know
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”

When Avraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So
Avraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son.

And Avraham named that site HaShem- Yireh, whence the present saying, “On the mount of
HaShem there is vision.”

The angel of HaShem called to Avraham a second time from heaven,

and said, “By Myself | swear, HaShem declares: Because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your favored one,

| will bestow My blessing upon you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of
heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the gates of their foes.
All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, because you have
obeyed My command.”



